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%ÄÉÔÏÒȭÓ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ ɀ Battle of Britain 75 th  Anniversary  
September 15th is generally recognised as remembrance day for the Battle of Britain, although the battle 

ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǊƭȅ Wǳƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ мфплΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ 

examine with the benefit of hindsight.  

 LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǎŜŎtion of nationalities from both sides of the conflict. 

LΩƳ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ŀǘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜΣ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ƴƻ 

uncertain terms that it was a conflict between political systems far more than a fight between nations. This 

edition is a respectful commemoration of times gone by, and an appreciation of the hard-won lasting peace 

and friendship ς in Europe and Oceania, at least! 

New Zealand played a role in the Battle, not only was Sir Keith Park (Commander of 11 Group that bore the 

brunt) a kiwi, but we supplied more pilots than any other Commonwealth country except the U.K. and 

Canada.   

In terms of aircraft in New Zealand that represent the Battle, I can only think of The Alpine Fighter 

/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Iawker Hurricane (see cover) which was recently exported to France, and the Avro 

Anson I of Bill and Robyn Reid.  I know the Anson was a trainer and Coastal Patrol Aircraft, but I was shocked 

to hear that they (along with Bristol Blenheims) were used on daylight bombing raids against the invasion 

barges in French Ports.  A Battle 

of Britain participant in no 

uncertain terms!  Other than that, 

we have the fibreglass Hurricane 

Replicas at MOTAT and Omaka, 

the Junkers Ju 87 

Sturzkampfflugzeug (Stuka) 

replica at Omaka, and the scale 

homebuilt Sindlinger Hurricane ZK 

ςVYX. Oh, and the Messerschmitt 

Me 108 of course. 

Of course Spitfires are well 

represented with a Mark 9, Tr.9, 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ·L± ŦƭȅƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ·±LΩǎ ƛƴ 

museums.  If it was good enough 

to use the later models in the 

moviesΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

mention them. 

Come September 15th, or 

ǘƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

best movie ever ς ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ 

.ǊƛǘŀƛƴέΦ !ƴȅōƻŘȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ 

me? 
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Rangiora Airfield Open Day  
17th October 2105 

 

An open day will be held at the airfield on 

17th October with a rain day on the 18th. 

The aim of the day is to present the airfield 

and its users to the public. An airfield layout 

is shown below. This shows the active and 

non-active areas. We plan to have trade 

shows, static aircraft parking, trial flights by 

the Canterbury Aero Club  (CAC) and the 

Canterbury Recreational Aircraft 

(CRAC),Vintage cars, Fire Engines. WE also 

will have limited flying displays that are yet 

to be determined. 

The airfield will not be closed so normal 

recreational flying will take place. 

This notice is to inform you of the event 

and is a request for assistance to run the 

event. We have a number of jobs such as 

fencing of the areas shown on the plan, 

aircraft traffic management, trade show 

management. 

The CAC and CRAC will run their own promotions and can have a BBQ operation in their respective areas. 

We plan to have on site catering such as coffee stands and other food stands. These will run themselves. 

Entry will be free to the public and any food stands that want to take part. 

The Rangiora ATC squadron will be on hand to assist with these tasks and help with Trial flights. 

If you would like to assist 

with the running of this 

event please contact me. 

 

Mike Sheffield 

027 660 5956 

Home 327 6448  
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R4118 ɀ A Very Special Hurricane  
Brian Greenwood 

Images courtesy of Peter Varcher http://www.hurricanedisplay.co.uk 

Imagine walking into an abandoned compound in northern India and finding the complete remains of a rare 

ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ н ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΦ  {ǳŎƘ ŀ ΨōŀǊƴ ŦƛƴŘΩ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘuff of dreams, but it happened for 

Peter Vacher in March, 1982.  He was there searching for vintage Rolls-Royce motor cars which had been 

used by Maharajas over the years.  He 

duly noted the serial number and 

returned to the UK. 

A little research had showed that R4118 

was an extremely rare Mark 1 Hurricane 

which had fought in the Battle of Britain. 

The aircraft was delivered brand-new to 

the RAF in August of 1940, first serving 

with 605 Squadron at Drem (Scotland), 

and was then taken by the squadron to 

Croydon in Surrey during September 

1940. Those students of history will know 

that this would have been right in the thick of the battle.  R4118 is credited with four kills, including shares 

in two Ju-88s, the fastest Luftwaffe bomber type of the period. She was damaged in combat on October 

22nd, 1940, and returned for service with 111 Squadron in January 1941.  In her time with 111 Squadron 

she flew patrols over the North Sea.  

After this she was used as a training aircraft with 59 and 56 OTUs (Operational Training Units) before being 

crated at Cardiff for shipping to India.  The aircraft was destined to be used as a training aircraft, however 

ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƻŦŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƛǊŦǊŀƳŜ Σ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƎǳƴǎΣ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 

University at Varanasi  (probably one of the technical training units which are now part of the Banaras 

 

Hindu University) in 1947.  Thousands of students 

were trained on R4118 before she was abandoned 

to the elements. 

In 1996 Peter began negotiations which were 

finally concluded in 2001, and the aircraft was 

shipped to Hawker Restorations in Suffolk.  This 

company was formally known as AJD Engineering, 

and had got into Hurricanes as a result of Tim 

Wallis wanting to restore his Hurricane IIa, P3351, 

which had been recovered from Murmansk in  

Russia. 

The restoration of R4118 took 28,000 man-ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ άǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦ  ¢ƻƴȅ 5ƛǘƘŜǊƛŘƎŜΣ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ IŀǿƪŜǊ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎŀȅǎ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ the Hurricane, totally 

unadulterated, ƴƻǘ ŀ άōƛǘǎŀέΦ ! ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀŜǊƻǇƭŀƴŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƴƪŜǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ Hurricane 

flying that is fitted with its original Browning guns and ammunition boxes.  It also has a working gun camera, 
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complete TR.9 valve radio, electro-mechanical IFF system, original armour plate, the correct Hurricane Mk I 

gunsight in front of the cockpit, and Rotol spinner.  A lot of the research has been undertaken by Peter 

Vacher, including the totally authentic paint scheme and accurate stencilling.  The fuselage has been 

finished in cellulose nitrate dope, so it is already developing a nice patina.  The engine, rebuilt by Maurice 

Hammond in Suffolk, arrived in August 2004 but, owing to hold-ǳǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜƭƭŜǊΣ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦέ 

This gorgeous aircraft took to the skies again 

on December 23rd, 2004.  It is currently for 

sale on Platinum Fighter sales. 

Sources: 

http://www.hawkerrestorations.co.uk 

http://www.hurricanedisplay.co.uk 

(see photo on page 16) 

 

http://www.hawkerrestorations.co.uk/
http://www.hurricanedisplay.co.uk/
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! ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÄÁÙ ÁÔ .:24ȣ 
July 12th ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΦ  

Quite a few members took the opportunity 

to get some air under them before, during, 

and after the monthly club barbeque.  

Here, Brian Tuffnell gets aloft in his 

Airborne XTS-912 trike, ZK-DGR.  

Right, Keith Dekker in his Airborne 

Windsports Redback gets into the air off 

07. 
 


